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of these countries must be understood as referring to
the people who live upon the coast; for farther in-
land, principally among the Etechemins, there are,
it is said, a great many people. All these things,
added to the difficulty of acquiring the language, the
time that must be consumed, the expenses that must
be incurred, the great distress, toil and poverty that
must be endured, fully proclaim the greatness of this
enterprise and the difficulties which beset it. Yet
[35] many things encourage me to continue in it.

First, my trust in the goodness and providence of
God. Isaiah assures us that the kingdom of our
Redeemer shall be recognized throughout the earth;
and that there shall be neither caves of dragons
nor dens of cockatrices, nor inaccessible rocks, nor
abysses so deep, that his grace will not soften and his
salvation cure, his abundance fertilize, his humility
raise up, and over which his cross will not at last
victoriously triumph. And why shall I not hope
that the time has come when this prophecy is to be
fulfilled in these lands ? If that be so, what can there
be so difficult that our Lord cannot make it easy ?

In the second place, I rely upon the King, our Sire.
He is a Sovereign who promises us nothing less than
the late King, his father, the incomparable Henry
the Great. This work began in the latter’s reign,
and it may be said that in the century since France
has appropriated this country, or has so completely
taken possession of it, there has not been so much ac-
complished at any time as since our present king be-
came sovereign; may God fill his reign with all
blessings. He will not permit his name and arms to
stand in these regions side by side with paganism,
his authority with barbarism, his renown with sav-



